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elad ben david (Ph.D., the Department of Middle Eastern Studies at Bar Ilan Uni-
versity in Israel). His Ph.D. research dealt with Da’wa (call to Islam) in America, 
emphasizing Muslim preachers and Islamic organizations, focusing on the doc-
trine of Yasir Qadhi. Ben David is also a research associate at the Forum of Re-
gional Thinking (FORTH), an independent Jewish and Arab research institute, 
and the Middle East Network Analysis Desk at Tel-​Aviv University. His studies 
have appeared at many academic conferences and scholarly platforms, and he also 
executes as a board member of the Israeli Association for the Study of Religions 
(IASR).
eladbd608@gmail.com
emily r. gill is Caterpillar Professor of Political Science Emerita at Bradley Uni-
versity. In addition to a number of articles and book chapters, she has written three 
books: Becoming Free: Autonomy and Diversity in the Liberal Polity (Kansas 2001); 
An Argument for Same-​Sex Marriage: Religious Freedom, Sexual Freedom, and Public 
Expressions of Civic Equality (Georgetown 2012); and Free Exercise of Religion in the 
Liberal Polity:  Conflicting Interpretations (Palgrave Macmillan 2019). Along with 
Jason Pierceson and lead editor Gordon A. Babst, she has also co-​edited Moral Ar-
gument, Religion, and Same-​Sex Marriage: Advancing the Public Good (Lexington 
2009). She is the past president of the American Section, International Association 
for Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy.
gill@fsmail.bradley.edu
james l. guth (Ph.D., Harvard University) is William R. Kenan, Jr., Professor of 
Politics and International Affairs at Furman University. A specialist in American 
and European politics, his recent work has assessed the impact of religion on the 
electoral process and public policy issues. He is the coauthor or coeditor of several 
books, including The Bible and the Ballot Box: Religion in the 1988 Election (1991), 
Religion and the Culture Wars (1996), The Bully Pulpit (1997), The Oxford Handbook 
on Religion and American Politics (2009), and Religion and the Struggle for European 
Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (2015). In 2023 he was a 
co-​recipient of the inaugural Lifetime Achievement Award of the Religion and Pol-
itics Section of the American Political Science Association.
jim.guth@furman.edu
jajuan s. johnson (Ph.D. Arkansas State University) is the Mellon Postdoctoral 
Research Associate for The Lemon Project at William & Mary. As a public historian 
and heritage studies scholar, his research explores the power of places of difficult 
histories to cultivate public emotion and generate a collective sense of community 
in the aftermath of traumatizing events of the distant and recent pasts. He was a 
2022-​2023 Cultural Vistas DAICOR Fellow, a transatlantic network of experts who 
promote an inclusive and progressive culture of remembrance in public spaces in 
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Germany and the United States. He has been published in Ethnohistory, Southern 
Cultures, and the Arkansas Review: A Journal of Delta Studies.
writejajuan@gmail.com
lyman a. kellstedt (Ph.D., University of Illinois) is Professor of Political Science 
(emeritus) at Wheaton College, Illinois. He has authored or coauthored numerous 
articles, book chapters, and books in the field of religion and politics, including 
Rediscovering the Religious Factor in American Politics (1993), Religion and the Cul-
ture Wars (1996), The Bully Pulpit (1997) and The Oxford Handbook on Religion and 
American Politics (2009), and Evangelicals and Immigration (2019). In 2023 he was 
a co-​recipient of the inaugural Lifetime Achievement Award of the Religion and 
Politics Section of the American Political Science Association.

lyman.kellstedt@gmail.com
sebastian kubas (Ph.D., Jagiellonian University) works at the Faculty of Law 
and Administration, Jagiellonian University, Kraków, Poland. He is a specialist in 
constitutional law. Current research concerns the judicial review procedures in 
the United States. He has recently published a book devoted to the myth of the 
Marbury v. Madison case and to the figure of Chief Justice John Marshall (Warta na 
obrzeżach Konstytucji: dekonstrukcja mitu założycielskiego amerykańskiej sądowej 
kontroli konstytucyjności prawa).
sebastian.kubas@uj.edu.pl
michael mclaughlin (Ph.D., Florida State University) is an Assistant Teaching 
Professor of religious studies at the University of Missouri where he teaches 
courses on religion and race in the United States. His ongoing research traces the 
religious roots of the Black Power movement.
mmclaughlin@missouri.edu
husam mohamad (Ph.D., University of Cincinnati) is Professor of Political Science 
at the Department of Political Science of the University of Central Oklahoma. He 
previously taught at Zayed University in the UAE, Qatar University, the Eastern 
Mediterranean University in Cyprus, and the Junior State of America Founda-
tion. Husam was the recipient of the Fulbright Scholar Award in 2008, and the 
Brandeis University Fellowship in 2009. He has published several journal articles, 
book chapters, reviews, and short communications addressing Middle East poli-
tics, Israeli–​Palestinian relations, U.S. policy toward the Arab and Muslim world, 
democratization in Arab politics, and Islamist movements across the Arab region.
hmohamad@uco.edu
paulina napierała (Ph.D., Jagiellonian University) is a political scientist, and 
Assistant Professor at the Institute of American Studies and Polish Diaspora, 
Jagiellonian University. Her research explores the intersection of religion and pol-
itics in the United States. She has published two books on this topic (2013, 2015), 
two edited volumes (2013, 2016), and a number of articles and book chapters. Cur-
rently, she is focusing on the socio-​political role of the Black Church. She was 
a grantee of the Kosciuszko Foundation (2015, 2022), the Fulbright Commission 
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(2007–​2008), and the National Science Centre Poland (NCN 2019), which allowed 
her to conduct research and consultations at Boston College, Harvard University, 
CUNY, and Valdosta State University.
p.napierala@uj.edu.pl
brent f. nelsen (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-​Madison) is Jane Fishburne 
Hipp Professor of Politics and International Affairs and Director of the Tocque-
ville Center at Furman University where he has taught since 1990. His teaching 
and scholarship focus on Europe and the European Union with an emphasis on 
religion and politics. He is the co-​author of Religion and the Struggle for European 
Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (2015). His most recent 
book is The North Sea System for Petroleum Production (2024).
brent.nelsen@furman.edu
károly pintér (Ph.D., Eotvos Lorand University, Budapest) is Associate Professor 
and currently Chair of the Institute of English and American Studies, Pazmany 
Peter Catholic University, Budapest, Hungary. He has published a book on literary 
utopias of Thomas More, H.G. Wells, and Aldous Huxley. His other major interest 
is American studies, particularly the U.S. Constitution, the American Presidency, 
and church-​state relations in the United States. He was Visiting Scholar at the 
Nanovic Institute of Notre Dame University in 2017.
pinterk@gmail.com
cristóbal serrán-​pagán y fuentes (Ph.D., Boston University) is Full Professor 
in the Department of History, Philosophy, Religious Studies, and Interdisciplinary 
Studies at Valdosta State University, GA. He is the author of Saint John of the 
Cross: His Prophetic Mysticism in the Historical Context of Sixteenth-​Century Spain 
(Pacem in Terris Press, 2018). He is currently serving as the editor of a special 
issue entitled “Mysticism and Social Justice” for Religions, an international journal. 
He has presented papers on King at different international conferences and has 
published articles on King and the Civil Rights Movement. At Valdosta State Uni-
versity, he was a member of the Martin Luther King Planning Committee and was 
part of the MLK Annual Celebration Week of events.
cserranPagán@valdosta.edu
jerold waltman (Ph.D., Indiana University) is the R.W. Morrison Professor of Po-
litical Science Emeritus at Baylor University. He taught at Louisiana College and 
the University of Southern Mississippi before coming to Baylor. His past research 
has ranged over tax policy, minimum wage policy, and American and compara-
tive constitutional law. Currently, his research concentrates on comparative con-
stitutional law. He has published a number of articles, book chapters, and books, 
including Principled Judicial Restraint (Palgrave, 2015) and Congress, the Supreme 
Court, and Religious Liberty: The Case of City of Boerne v. Flores (Palgrave, 2013). He 
also served as editor of the Journal of Church and State.
jerold_​waltman@baylor.edu
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